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I. Introduction (Classroom)        I.B. 

A. At the beginning of the class, instructors will introduce themselves to the students.  

Instructors will show students the locations of all restrooms, where water is 

located, where first aid kits are located and where landline telephones which can 

be used to call for emergency assistance are located. 

B. Course Purpose – to improve marksmanship skills with handguns 

                             for officers, as it is a perishable skill. 

C. Course Objectives                                                                                        

i. Increase awareness of the current laws and agency policies regarding 

deadly force as it pertains to the use of firearms. 

ii. Increase knowledge regarding the effects the body may go 

            through during a lethal force encounter. 

iii. Improve officer’s decision making processes while engaged in stressful 

situations. To re-enforce quick reactionary skills regarding target  

            recognition and analysis. 

iv. Improve officer tactics used before, during, and after a lethal force 

            encounter. 

v. Improve officer’s accuracy and self-confidence with the firearm. To  

            reinforce proper sight alignment, trigger control, and accuracy. 

D. Student Evaluation                                                                                         I.B. 
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i. Officers will be assessed after each course of fire and remedial training    

will occur as necessary throughout the training.  

E. Student Expectations 

i. Over the course of the class, students will be expected to improve their 

marksmanship skills  

ii. Students will also be expected to improve their muscle memory by use of 

the following drills: 

1. Weapon function manipulations 

2. Identify sight picture 

3. Malfunction drills 

4. Reload drills 

iii. Better threat recognition and threat assessment 

iv. Students will be proficient at shooting from a stationary position, shooting 

while moving, shooting from cover, shooting multiple targets 

v. Students will be proficient at shooting from the standing, kneeling, and 

prone positions 

vi. Disassemble/reassemble and perform maintenance of the handguns.   

vii. Safe environment and realistic training situations. 

F. Students must bring the following equipment to attend the course: 

i. Semi-Automatic handgun 
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ii. 250 rounds of handgun ammunition 

iii. Duty belt with a holster for their magazines 

iv. At least Two handgun magazines 

v. Soft body armor 

vi. Eye protection (Glass lens are not authorized) 

vii. Sunblock (Optional) 

viii. Cold weather gear (Optional) 

ix. Ball cap (Optional) 

II. Range Safety Policy and Range Rules (Classroom)    I.C. 

A. No firearms or ammunition will be allowed in the classroom at any time 

B. All firearms behind the firing line will be unloaded and remain with the slides 

locked to the rear until told to load and make ready by firearms instructors on the 

firing line 

C. Firearm safety policies and rules 

i. Treat all weapons as though they are loaded 

ii. Never point a weapon at anything you do not intend to potentially engage 

iii. Keep your finger off the trigger until you are on target and ready to fire 

(Master Grip) 

iv. Be sure of your target and beyond. 

D. General safety policies and rules 
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i. All live fire firearms training must be supervised by a certified firearms 

instructor 

ii. All safety policies will be strictly enforced.  Unsafe or careless behavior 

will not be tolerated 

iii. Keep weapons pointed in a safe direction at all times 

iv. Upon first handling a weapon, immediately face a safe direction and 

perform a safety check (unload the weapon if necessary; visually and 

physically inspect the weapon) 

v. Never offer a weapon to or receive a weapon from another person unless 

the slide is locked to the rear, the weapon is unloaded and  can be seen by 

the person receiving the weapon 

vi. When transporting the weapon to and from the range, handguns should be 

holstered; shotguns should be carried with the muzzle pointed in a safe 

direction 

vii. Follow all commands from the firearms instructor as they are given.  Do 

not anticipate commands 

viii. Immediately signal any unsafe condition of the range by raising a hand in 

the air.  Keep the hand in the air until acknowledged by a firearms 

instructor.  NOTE:  any person on the range can call for a “cease fire” 

ix. All loading and unloading during training sessions will be  
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conducted on the firing line unless instructed otherwise 

x. Once the course of fire has begun, do not leave the firing  

line until the line has been cleared and you are instructed to do so 

xi. Do not draw weapons from the holster unless instructed to  

do so 

xii. No talking on the firing line unless it is with a firearms  

instructor 

xiii. Eye and ear protection must be worn at all times when  

firing 

xiv. Cease fire if the report or recoil of a weapon is weak or  

peculiar.  If this occurs, keep the weapon pointed down range and raise 

hand to signal an instructor for assistance.  Do not pull the trigger a second 

time 

xv. No eating, drinking, or chewing of gum or tobacco  

products are allowed on the firing line 

xvi. During firearms training, dry firing will not be allowed  

unless under the direct supervision of a firearms instructor 

xvii. Never permit the muzzle of a firearm to touch the ground. 

xviii. Never go in front of the firing line or bend over to pick up dropped items 

without first receiving clearance from an instructor 
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xix. Do not attempt to catch a dropped gun 

 

III. Case Laws (Classroom)                                                                      I.H. / I.B. / I.J. 

A. Graham vs. Connor,  490 U.S. 386 (1989) 

i. Falls under the 4
th

 Amendment. (Search & Seizure) 

ii. Officers’ actions are judged against what a reasonable officer would have 

            done given similar training in a similar set of circumstances. 

iii. Determination of what is reasonable is based on an objective point of view. 

B. Tennessee vs. Garner,  471 U.S. 1 (1985) 

i. Falls under the 4
th

 Amendment. 

ii. Specifies that an Officer must believe that the suspect poses an immediate 

threat of death or great bodily injury to himself or others 

C. Scott vs. Henrich, 39 F.3d 912 (1994) 

i. Officers do not necessarily need to use the least intrusive force 

D. Oklahoma City vs. Tuttle, 471 U.S. 808 (1985) 

i. The court held that for law enforcement training to be valid it must 

incorporate various objects to include stress, shoot don’t shoot targets 

decision making, moving targets, etc.   

 

IV. California Penal Code Sections (Classroom)    I.H. / I.I. 
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A. PC 835a 

i. Use of reasonable force to affect arrest, prevent escape, or overcome 

resistance. 

B. PC 830.1 

i. States any Police Officer employed in that capacity and appointed by the 

Chief is a Peace Officer. 

C. PC 832 (a) 

i. States Peace Officers must complete a course of Training set forth by 

P.O.S.T 

 

V. Review of Agency Use of Force Policy (Classroom)                              I.H. / I.I. / I.J. 

A. Explain the Department’s use of force policy and deadly force policy. Explain the 

various use of force options and considerations. Explain Peace Officers moral 

obligations; to include medical treatment for the suspects.  

 

VI.  Possible effects of high stress on the human body (Classroom) 

A. Changes in the heart rate 

B. Audio Distortion 

C. Visual Distortion 

D. Memory Distortion 
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VII. Weapon Familiarization (Classroom)      I.C. 

A. Instructors will use a PowerPoint to demonstrate and identify the Glock semi-

automatic handgun nomenclature as well as the Remington Shotgun 

B. No weapons will be used during the classroom portion of training   

C. Glock Handgun 

i. Description 

ii. Sights 

iii. Grip 

iv. Loading / Unloading 

v. Malfunctions 

vi. Holsters / Ammunition / Accessories 

 

D. Remington Shotgun 

i. Description 

ii. Sights 

iii. Grip 

iv. Loading / Unloading 

v. Malfunctions 

vi. Slings / Ammunition / Accessories 
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VIII. Tactical Considerations (Classroom)      I.A. 

A. During the following block of training the instructor will discuss tactical 

considerations with the officers and use a Power Point to demonstrate each 

consideration with pictures or video 

B. Cover 

i. Instructors will explain that cover includes objects that will protect an 

officer from a threat 

C. Concealment 

i. Instructors will explain that concealment is something that conceals an 

officer’s presence from a threat 

D. Approach 

i. Instructors will explain potential avenues of approach to a threat using 

cover and concealment 

 

IX. Required Equipment (Range)       I.C 

A. Soft body armor (Patrol Duty) 

B. Ear protection 

C. Eye Protection (Glass lenses not authorized) 

D. Handgun 
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E. Minimum two magazines 

F. Duty Belt with holster 

 

X.      Courses of Fire (Range)                                               I.A. / I.D. / I.E. /I.F. /I.G. / I.J. 

A. Shooting Decision 

i. The following drills will help the student understand their abilities and 

limitations and those of their handguns/shotguns 

ii. Students will learn to exercise fire discipline within agency guidelines and 

the parameters of applicable State and Federal laws. 

B. Prior to each drill students will be instructed to stand on the firing line with their 

weapons pointed down range and load their weapons 

C. Prior to leaving the firing line students will be instructed to stand on the firing line 

with weapons pointed down range and unload and place weapons on safe 

D. All students will participate in the following drills at the same time 

E. Instructors will explain and demonstrate each of the following drills prior to 

students performing the drill 

 

i. Multiple distance drills (To be completed with handgun and/or shotgun) 

1. The Multiple distance drills will give students a working 

knowledge of their handguns sights as well as their personal 

capabilities and help them identify which firing positions are better 

served at each distance  
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2. The further the distances will also help students work on acquiring 

and holding steady sight picture 

3. When the instructor gives the command of threat, students will fire 

the amount of rounds the instructor says at a target 5-yards away 

a. The student will repeat this drill from the standing and 

kneeling position 

b. After completing the drill a minimum of 2 times, the 

student will be moved back to the 10-yard line 

4. When the instructor gives the command of threat, students will fire 

the amount of rounds the instructor says at a target 10-yards away 

a. The students will repeat this drill from the standing and 

kneeling 

b. After completing the drill a minimum of 2 times, the 

student will be moved back to the 15-yard line 

5. When the instructor gives the command of threat, students will fire 

the amount of rounds the instructor says at a target 15-yards away 

a. The student will repeat this drill from the standing, 

kneeling, and prone position 

b. The student will complete the drill a minimum of 2  times 

ii. Shooting from behind cover  (To be completed with handgun and/or 

shotgun) 

1. Shooting from behind cover 10/15 yards 
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2. The following course of fire will be performed from the 10-yard 

line and 15-yard in a static position 

3. Two students will participate in this drill at the same time 

4. Instructors will explain and demonstrate the drill to students prior 

to them performing it 

a. On the command of threat students will fire the amount of 

rounds the instructor says from behind cover at their target 

b. Students will repeat the drill a minimum of 2 times firing 

from the standing, kneeling, and prone firing position 

iii. Shooting while moving from the 20-yard line  

1. The following course of fire will be performed from the 20-yard 

line 

2. Two students will participate in this drill per instructor 

3. Instructors will explain and demonstrate the drill to students prior 

to them performing it 

4. Instructors will demonstrate the three speeds of movement going 

forward and the single speed while backing 

a. Deliberate speed 

b. Warrant speed 

c. Hostage rescue speed 
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d. Backing up 

5. Students will start at the 20-yard line 

a. On the command of move, students will start walking 

towards their target at the speed instructed to move by the 

instructor 

b. On the command of threat students will fire two rounds at 

their target while moving forward and stopping at the 5-

yard line  

c. On the command move, students will start backing up 

d. On the command threat while backing, students will fire 

two rounds at their target while moving backwards and 

stopping at the 15-yard line 

e. Students will repeat the drill a minimum of 2  times 

6. Instructors will explain and demonstrate lateral movement (how to 

move to the left or right while keeping your firearm on target) 

7. Students will move laterally from left to right, then right to left 

while engaging the specified targets 

a. This drill will be performed along the 10-yard line 

b. This drill will be completed one student at a time with one 

instructor following the student 
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c. While the student is moving laterally the instructor will 

give the command of threat 

d. When the student hears the command of threat they will 

fire two rounds at the hostile target that is in front of them 

as they continue to move 

iv. Shooting off hand and single handed. 

1. The following course of fire will be performed from the 10-yard 

line in a static position 

2. All students will participate in this drill at the same time 

3. Instructors will explain and demonstrate the drill to students prior 

to them performing it 

4. Students will practice transitioning from firing from their strong 

hand to their weak as well as single handed shooting 

a. Students will be given a command to fire two rounds with 

their strong hand 

b. Students will be given the command fire two rounds single 

handed with their strong hand 

c. Students will be given the command to transition to their 

weak hand and fire two rounds 
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d. Students will be given the command to fire two rounds 

single handed with their weak hand 

e. Students will repeat this drill a minimum of 2  times  

 

v. Target identification (To be completed with handgun and/or shotgun) 

1. The following course of fire will be performed from the 10-yard 

line in a static position 

2. All students will participate in this drill at the same time 

3. Instructors will explain the drill to students prior to them 

performing it 

4. Students will be presented with targets that are clearly identified as 

threats and non-threats.  This will be represented by one of several 

methods to include specified shapes, colors, or targets of subjects 

holding weapons and pictures of civilians 

5. Instructors will identify the hostile targets to students prior to the 

course of fire 

a.  On the command of threat students will have to correctly 

identify and engage the threat targets by firing two rounds, 

while avoiding the non-threat targets 

b. Students will repeat this drill a minimum of 2  times 
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vi. Firing under stress/malfunction drills 

1. This course of fire will be performed from the 7-yard line in a 

static position 

2. All students will participate in this drill at the same time 

3. Instructors will explain the drill to the students prior to them 

performing it 

a. During this course of fire, instructors will utilize inert 

rounds to simulate weapons malfunctions and students will 

be expected to correct the malfunctions and fire at the 

target in the given time 

b. While the drills are timed, the purpose of the drill is to 

apply stress and not to evaluate the student on a pass or fail 

performance 

 

 

 

 

XI. Weapon Maintenance (Range)       I.C. 

A. Prior to conducting the following tasks instructors will insure all weapons are 

unloaded 
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B. Instructors will use an unloaded Glock semi-automatic handgun to demonstrate to 

proper way to disassemble and reassemble it before allowing students to attempt 

do it themselves 

C. Instructors will observe students while they perform each task to ensure they are 

done correctly 

D. The following tasks will be performed in the cleaning area behind the firing line 

E. Assemble and disassemble of handguns 

i. Students will disassemble and assemble handguns 

F. Instruction on proper cleaning and care of handguns 

i. Students will identify the proper method to clean each part of their 

handguns 

G. Students will continue to perform the tasks until instructors determine they are 

capable of performing the tasks without aid 

 

XII. Conclusion (Range) 

A. After all students have completed the course students will then be instructed to 

secure their firearms in their vehicles 

B. Students will then be given time to ask any other questions that they may have 

about any of the material covered in the Tactical Firearms course 

 


